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The  Eomemaksr  T^es  a  Look  into  1941 


L  f  n  R      R  Y 
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A  broadcast  "bj-  Miss  Ruth  Tan  Deaan,  Bureau  of  Hons  Economi'o^', -"and  ilr.  Wallace  • 
Kadderly,  Office  of  Information,  'broadcast  Tuesday ,  January  7,  jsAl Separ t-  | 
ment  of  Agricult-'ore  period  of  the  National  Farm  and  Hone  Hour,  by  the  National 
Broadcasting.  Company  and  a  netv7ork  of  87  associate  radio  stations, 

— ooOoo — 

WALLACE  IZADZSRLY: 

And  no'.7  bringing  nevrs  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Sconomics  for  the  first  time 
in  1941,  here's  Ihith  Van  Deman.  ■  ' 

RUTH  VAIT  JSl'M: 

And  if  it  isn't  too' late  in  1941  to  say  it,  T7alle.ce,  I'd  like  to  ^ish  our 

friends  of  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  good  luck  {^ood  health  and  as  much  happiness 

as  the  state  of  the  v/orld  permits. 

KADE3RLY: 

I'd  say  it's  never  too  late  to  -Jish  a  \7ish  like  that,  F-uth.    And  I'd  like  to 

second  you,  if  I  may,  in  wishing  that  to  oirr  Farm  and  Home  friends  rrho  listen  to 
these  Tuesday  broadcasts. 

VAN  miAH: 

Also,  I'd  like  to  thank  them,  here  at  the  beginning  of  another  year,  for 
their  letters  ajid  suggestions  that  qshhs  to  us  the  past  trrelve  months. 

Now,  on  to  the  business  of  honemaking  in  1941,    .It  isn't  the  easiest  time 
in  the  world  to  plan  ahead  T.dth  assurance  that  things  will  come  out  as  plarixied—  

KADrSRLY: 

v7ith  war  to  the  east  of  us,  war  to  the  west  of  us,  and  so  much  of  our  own 
industrial  production  turned  to  defense  purposes,  every  family  is  boimd  to  feel  the 
impact  in  some  way, 

VM  JEim:  '  ■ 

But .  in  spite  all  that,  the  economists  believe  that  the  fanilj'  that  Icnows 
something  about  price  trends,  and  what ' s  .likely  to.  affect  income,  and  has  worked 
out  its  orm.  financial  plan  is  better. off. 

KADJSRLY:  ''--^ 

At  least  that  family's  cushioned  itself  to  withstand  some  of  the  sudden  rises 
and  falls  as  they  come,  -  •  " 

VAN  rEliAlI: 

Exactly.  Isn't  flying  blind  


KADDSRLY: 

On  the  income  side,  the  sky  looks  brighter  for  a  good  r.any  frmilies,  be- 
cause of  the  pick  up  in  business  and  emploj.Tnent  in  connection  with  the  defense  pro- 
gram . 

(over) 


VAN  DEI/IM: 

Yes,  lots  of  citv  and  toim  families  v/ill  have  more  cash  this  year  to 

spend  and  to  save  to  spend  at  sone  future  time. 

KADDS2LY: 

Which  in  turn  means  more  demand  for  the  milk  and  meat,  vegetables  

fruits  all  the  things  the  farm  has  to  sell,  as  Franl^  G-eorge  reminded  ?arm  and 

Home  listeners  yesterday  when  vie  were  discussing  the  1941  Agricultural  Outlook. 

VAIM  DSLIAIT: 

But  we  mustn't  forget  that  we're  going  to  have  to  eat  at  home  most  of  the 
foods  we  used  tc  sell  ahroad. 

Porter  Taylor  of  the  Surplus  I.Iarketing  Administration  was  telling  me  the 

other  day  ahout  the  millions  of  "bushels  of  apples  waiting  to  "be  eaten  the  apples 

and  winter  pears  that  used  to  go  to  Europe  "but  are  available  to  us  here  at  home  this 
year  and  the  a"bundance  of  dried  fruits. 

ICADISELY: 

The  national  and  international  situation  does  influence  the  price  and  supply 
of  all  those  foods.    Buying  and  selling  food  isn't  just  a  local  enterprise  any 
longer. 

IM  DSLIAIT: 

j^o,  "but  for  the  farm  family,  planning,  planting,  and  otherwise  producing 
food  for  its  own  use  is  still  pretty  much  a  personal  matter.    And  the  way  to  add 
hundreds  of  dollars  of  value  to  t"ne  income  even  though  it  doesn't  roll  in  in  cash. 

I  certainly  admire  and  respect  the  way  farm  homemakers  and  the  home  manage- 
ment experts  are  working  together  to  get  these  plans  for  producing  food  at  home  on 
paper,  here  at  the  "beginning  of  the  year. 

KADDEHLY: 

V.'orking  out  a  chart  to  the  family's  food  needs  for  the  year  that's  what 

it  amounts  to,  doesn't  it. 

By  the  way,  the  Bureau  of  Eome  Economics  has  ^Torked  out  a  kind  of  master 
chart  to  help  a  family  f ignore  that  out.     Seems  to  me  I  recall  seeing  some  kind  of 
printed  guide. 

VAiT  DSiLAiT: 

Yes,  I  was  going  to  mention  that  chart  in  just  a  minute  Dr.  Stie"beling' s 

master  plan  for  a  good  diet  at  low  cost.     It  lists  the  kinds  and  the  quantities  of 

food  any  one  of  us  needs    children  from  2  years  old  up  through  their  teens  

men  and  women  doing  different  kinds  of  vork. 

KADDERLY: 

Suppose  somebody  1,7 ants  to  v;rite  to  the  Bureau  of  Eome  Economics  and  get  thiS| 
food  guide.     rJhat  does  he  ask  for? 

VAN  DELJ^: 

A  good  diet  at  low  cost .    ITe'll  Icno'v  that  means  the  2— page  fam.ilj''  food  chart. 
But,  Wallace,  we  mustn't  forget  there's  more  to  homemalcing  than  food. 
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KADrSELY:'  ' 

True  Food,  shelter,  clothing,  house  furnishings   Hov?  is  it 

the  "budget  "boolis  run? 

VAIT  DSi.IAiT: 

Something  like  that.    On  the  shelter  question,  the  faiaily  "building  a  nevx 
house  this  year  or  doin'^  an  e::tensive  remodeling  jo"b  trill  probaoly  find  "building 
materials  higher  than  in  1940. 

KA3EE?iY: 

ilatiirally  -.'ith  the  spe^d-up  in  our  produc-^ion  of  materiel  for  military  pur-  ■ 
poses.  Before  long  that's  "bound  to  affect  metal,  lumoer- — all  the  heavy  duty  goods 
for  house  construction. 

VAM  mimi 

I  "believe  that  if  I  '.vere  pl-inning  to  "build  this  year,  I'd  hurry  up  and  do  it 

nou, 

KADISELY: 

That's  pro"ba'bly  just  '.vhat  a  lot  of  other  lajnilies  are  thinking. 
VAIT  DELIAi:: 

As  for  heating  and  lighting,  the  cost  for  them  -.vill  proba'bly  run  no  higher 
than  last  year. 

But  on  clothes,  er.pecially  leather  shoes  and  vool  co?i'-c,  suits,  and  dresses, 
we  can  expect  to  pay  ttc_'e.  this  coming  year,  And  I  should  th:'.r-k  the  same  ^//ould  "hold 
true  of  v.'oolen  l-Danketj- 

KADI3ELY: 

"Very  true.    Then  the  Army  and  the  Navy  put  millions  of  new  men  into  service, 
they  need  ea\  enormous  amount  of  shoe  lea.ther  and  wocl.     In  1918  v:e  v;eren't  as  well 
equipped  to  take  care  of  that  as  '.7e  ere  no^'^^ 

And  this  t5me  the  cotton  sit^xation  is  different.    There's  no  prospect  of 
sheets  and  "bath  tor/els.,  ?nd  cotton  goods  shooting  up  in  retail  price.    And  vie  have 
so  much  more  rayon,  "beoides  the  new  synthetics.    They  promise  to  roll  right  along 
on  the  same  price  levels. 

Those  are  just  a -few  examples  of  the    trends  in  the  "business  picture  smart 
homemakers  will  be  keeping  an  eye  on  this  year. 

KADDSELY: 

Ruth,  what  about  making  a  family  buc'get  and  keeping  accounts,  I  notice  you 
haven't  rubbed  our  conscience  on  that  score  yet. 

^  VAM  mm: 

No,  that's  something  people  have  to  decide  on  and  work  out  for  themselves. 
What  we  need  is  our  friends  the  Young  Homemakers  here  to  tell  their  storj''  


KADDSELY: 

The  Young  Homemakers  1  think  I  know  who  you  mean  the  couple  on  the 
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Vest  Coast  ^iho  took  yo"ur  home  economics  iDulletins  and  -.vorked  out  a  family  budget 
before  they  eren  started  to  keep  house*  ... 

Yes,  they  had  estimates  on  everything  from  :7hat  they  '^ere  going  to  spend 

for  food  to  v;hat  they  could  afford  to  spend  for  rent. 

And  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  they  had  real  acco'jnts  to  "base  their  next 
year's  "budget  on, 

ICADDEELY:  ■ 

Are  they  still  keeping  it  up? 

So  they  tell  me.    They  still  halance  their  hooks  at  the  end  of  ever;.'  month, 
EAJDEEELY: 

It's  a  rare  family  that  "balances  "books  every  month. 
VAN  ESLIAI^: 

You  knov;,  it's  th'?  exception  that  proves  the  rule.  and  their  little 

daughter  helps  them. 

KADDEELY: 

Their  little  daughter  that  child  can't  "be  more  tha:i  tv;o  or  three  years 

old.    I'amily  ""Dudgeteers  don't  begin  that  yo"Ljng,  do  they? 

YM  mi  iM: 

Sometimes  it  seems.     One  month  their  balance  of  cash  in  hand  •.vas  one  cent 
off.     The  change  in  Mrs.  Yo'or.g  Homemairer '  s  pocketbook  didn't  tally  "/ith  the  figures 
on  the  paper,  not  by  one  vrhole  penny, 

KADDESLY: 

But  don't  you  agree  v/ith  the  man  :7ho  said: 
"ilobody  Tvas  ever  meant 
To  remerber  or  invent 
V/hat  he  did  v/ith  every  cent?" 

vAi^  mm: 

Absolutely.    And  so  I'm  sure  the  Young  riomemakers"  feel  that  '.7ay  too.  They 
didn't  \7aste  any  hours  trying  to  ch£-se  do-r/n  that  one  penny.    But  this  is  what 
happened.    The  next  day,  the  baby  came  rijnning  to  her  i'other  v;ith  something  she'd 
found  on  the  floor  a  coin  a  round  copper  cent. 

KADDERLY; 

Yes,  I  can  see  -.vith  a  daughter  like  that  to  help  then,  no  -jonder  the.  Young 
Homemakers  are  enthusia.stic  family  budgeteers. 

ITow,  I'd  like  to  repeat  that  offer  you  made  a  fev;  moments  ago  on  the  food 

chart  for  a  good  diet  at  Ion  cost  in  case  somebody  T/ants  to  make  out  a  food 

budget  for  1941. 


YM  m:iM: 

Oh  yes,  r/e're  glad  to  send  a  copy  to  any  one  vho  v/ants  such  a  guide.  

KADISRLY: 

^ell,  Farm  and  Home  friends,  as  Huth  Van  Deman  suggests,  if  you  r;ant  a 
chart  to  help  in  planning  your  food  budget  this  year,  drop  a  card  to  the  Bureau 
of  Hone  Economics,  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  here  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Just 
write  family  food  chart  and  the  keen  eyes  and  quick  fingers  of  the  people  v7ho 
handle  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  mail  Tvill  do  thd  rest. 
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